[Studies on the condition of marginal periodontium depending on the shape of the bridgework body].
Within an 8-years-longitudinal study 40 patients with 30 tangential and 28 open bridges were examined. The accumulation of plaque as well as the degree of inflammation of the gingiva adjacent to the bridgework binder and the bridgework bodies were determined by means of selected indices, and the data obtained were compared to those evaluated when the bridges were fitted in. The results show that the accumulation of plaque (on) with open bridge was slightly elevated as compared to tangential bridges whereas the inflammation of the gingiva was significantly increased with tangentially shaped bridgework bodies. For this reason open bridges should be used further more in areas, where aesthetics play only a secondary role.